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Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace Presents. . . 


Loretta Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 
Psychology and has exten- 
sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta, 


| have a problem with my lover of many years - a problem 
which is forcing me ever deeper into a silent world of my own 
rage and pain. When Sally (not her real name) and | first met 
seven years ago, she was 17 and | was 19. Needless to say, 
we went to the clubs quite a bit and did a lot of drinking (the 
“in” thing to do with the people we were friends with at the 
time). The problem is that as the years have passed, | no 
longer enjoy the partying and drinking that Sal seems to need. 
It has gotten to the point where | spend most of our weekend 
time alone as she is either at the club drinking, sleeping it off 
the morning after, or getting ready to go out partying again. 
Sal says I’m no fun anymore. | don't really like the friends Sal 
has and she goes out of her way to keep her friendships 
separate from our life together. Loretta, she is no longer the 
same person | fell in love with. What can | do? 


Soberly Alone 


Dear Alone, 


It sounds like she is the same person you fell in love 
with, and you're the one that's changing and growing. 
Whichever it is, you should not be sitting at home alone, 
being angry. You obviously have different interests now and 
you should be pursuing them, making new friends that you 
have something in common with. 


Time after time experience has taught me that you can't 
change people - you can only do whatever you need to do to 
ensure that you are living your life the way you want to. | 
recommend that you both go for professional counselling 
together, as it sounds like there are issues here that might 
best be tackled with some extra support. There is a list of gay 
positive counselling services at the Gay and Lesbian Com- 
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Your questions and letters 
are welcome! Loretta will 
try to answer as many let- 
ters as possible. Please 
submit your mail to Loretta 
Love, c/o Womonspace. 


munity Centre of Edmonton, and lots more excellent support 
services around town. | wish you the best of luck. 
Loretta 


Dear Loretta, 

| need your advice. | broke up with my girlfriend about a 
month ago and ever since my family has been giving me the 
cold shoulder. They call her their “other daughter” - one of 
my sisters has even refused to speak to me ever since she 
found out about our breakup. | even went home for 
Thanksgiving and guess who was already there - my ex. It 
took a long time for them to accept her, but now it seems they 
can't let her go! 

It's not a comfortable situation - and | don't have a clue 
how to handle this. Can you help? 

AARRGH! 

Dear Aarrgh! 

Tell your family that it's very uncomfortable for you when 
they have her over without telling you, and be clear that you 
cannot accept them doing this, even though they may have 


had good intentions - like trying to get the two of you together 
_again. “Divorce” is always difficult when it comes to dealing 
with in-laws - you may have to accept the fact that your family 


and your ex may continue to have some sort of relationship 
independent of you. 
Look at the bright side, though - many of us would be 


envious of your family’s acceptance of your partner - so try to 


be glad that they do love her and got to know her for the 


person that she is. In time, they will probably just keep in 
touch once in a while, once they get used to the idea that the 
two of you are no longer a couple. 


Loretta 


Indiansight 


| have recently come across a book which | thought may 
be of interest to our readers. ANOTHER MOTHER TONGUE, 
by Judy Grahn (Beacon Press) explores the much neglected 
history of Gays throughout the world. The San Francisco 
Chronicle describes the book as “a panoramic and stirring 
celebration of homosexual culture”; this reading is sure to 
be of interest to any Gay person. 

What | personally found very interesting in the book was 
the chapter titled “GAY IS VERY AMERICAN”, which ex- 
plores the roles of homosexual people in traditional 
North American Native culture. 

Did you know, for example, that 
many Indian tribes openly included Gay 
people, and that these Gay people held_ 
positions of power and office, some _/ 
of which required Gayness, cross 
dressing, and homosexual love and 
sex? That women sometimes married’ 
women and men sometimes married men? 

“Strange country, this,” a white man 
wrote of the Crow Indians in 1850, “where 
males assume the dress and perform the duties of females, 
while women turn men and mate with their own sex”. 

Not only the Crow, but most and in all likelihood every 
Indian tribe on the North American continent, exhibited this 
“strangeness”. 

Sue-Ellen Jacobs studied written records from the last 
few centuries for references to Gay people in American 
Indian tribes. Her figures reveal how prevalent Gay traditions 
have been for the people who occupied this continent when 
the European colonial population arrived. Out of ninety-nine 
tribes with recorded material, there were references to Gay 
culture in eighty-eight, with twenty including specific refer- 
ences to Lesbianism. The latter references are especially 
remarkable considering how little information has been 
recorded about anything concerning women, let alone infor- 
mation about our deepest secrets. Eleven tribes denied any 
homosexuality to the anthropologists and other writers. All 
the denials of Gay presence came from the East Coast tribes 
located in the areas of heaviest and longest contact with 


Ss 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER, 1991 


those segments of white Christian culture that severely punish 
people who admit to Gayness. The eighty-eight tribes that 
reported Gay culture include many familiar Indian names: 
Apache, Navajo, Winnebago, Cheyenne, Pima, Crow, 
Shoshoni, Paiute, Osage, Acoma, Zuni, Sioux, Pawnee, Choc- 
taw, Creek, Seminlo, Illinois, Mojave, Oglala, Shasta, Aleut, 
ox, lowa, Kansas, Yuma, Aztec, Maya. 


a Less familiar are the names of the Tlingit, 
x 


Naskapi, Ponca, Menomini, Maricopa, 


° 
. 
. 


") Me Klamath, Quinault, Yuki, Chilula, and 


Kamia, to name a handful. 

That the Indians themselves had 
extremely high opinions of their 
Gay population is best illustrated 

by the offices Gay people held within 

tribal life and by the openness with 

which they lived, even marrying 

members of the same sex in some 

- tribes. A Kutenai woman of Montana, 

for instance, who dresses as a man 

LQ! and was accompanied in her travels 

by another woman, described by the white writer as her 

“wife”, held the occupations of courier, guide, prophet, 
warrior, and peace mediator. 

In the Indian belief system, human beings live in a universe 
that is “alive, intelligent, and aware”, and the spirits have as 
much to say about it as humans do. Put very simply, when the 
Spirits tell a person (often in adolescence), through dreams, 
visions, or public rites, to put on the clothing, language, habits, 
and occupations of the opposite sex, the person does so. Not to 
follow the guidance given would mean a serious breach of the 
cultural value and a danger to oneself. 

Modern patriarchal society has usually defined “natural” 
to mean rigid adherence to sexually dictated roles delineated 
by a body of authorities over what constitutes the masculine 
and what constitutes the feminine sphere of society. The 
Indian idea of what is natural to a person means what the 
person's visions and spirits tell her or him to do with life. 

Gays in native culture were often considered to be closer 
to the spirit world than other members of the tribe. For 
continued next page 
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instance, formerly, the leadership among the Navajos was 
reported by Navajo informants to be the Gay/shaman priest- 
hood, the Nad/e. Each family tried to have at least one person 
within the Nad/e, as such a sacred gay person brought wealth 
and success to the whole family. As a group the Nad/e were 
put in charge of the clan’s wealth. Sources quoted as late as 
the 1930's said that the Nad/ewere sacred and holy and that 
without them the Navajo would perish as a people. The word 
Nadle, like Gay, encompasses both women and men. 

Paula Gunn Allen, a Laguna-Sioux Indian and scholar, 
writes that Indian women spent most of their time with each 
other, and men with men, as is common among all tribal 
people. Sexual attitudes were very free, and it is likely that 
Lesbianism was an “integral part of Indian life”. 

The tribal attitude said, and continues to say, that Gay 
people are especially empowered because we are able to 
identify with both sexes and can see into more than one 
world at once, having the capacity to see from more than 
one point of view at a time. And that is the essence of the 
Indian way of seeing. 

(The above article consists of excerpts and summaries 
from one chapter in ANOTHER MOTHER TONGUE. The writer 
of this article does not suggest that any of these concepts or 
research are her own.) 
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Some, Like 
Indians, Endure 


dykes remind me of indians 
like indians dykes 

‘are supposed to die out 

or forget 

or drink all the time 

or shatter 

go away 

to nowhere 

to remember what will happen 
if they don't 


they dont 

anyway 

even though it 
happens 

and they remember 
they dont 


because the moon remembers 
because so does the sun 
because so do the stars 
remember 

and the persistent stubborn 
grass 

of the earth 

Paula Gunn Allen (Laguna/Sioux) 
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Demanding Gay 
Rights Today! 


Albertans concerned with human justice issues are join- 
ing the province's lesbian and gay community in continuing 
to demand equal rights. 

Petitions to Prime Minister Mulroney and federal justice 
minister Kim Campbell are being signed by thousands 
across Canada, then forwarded to Ottawa for action. 

National New Democrat leader Audrey McLaughlin and 
others in her caucus have sparked the latest round of petitions, 
reminding the Conservative government of its March 1986 
promise to outlaw discrimination based on sexual orientation. 


A 37-year-old lesbian in Denmark who married her 
lesbian lover has been charged with bigamy because 
she neglected to divorce her husband first. She faces 
up to three years in prison. Denmark is the only country 
where same-sex couples can legally marry (as long as 
they're single). 

—0Outlines 


For the first time in it’s 14-year history, the Atlanta 
association of Black Journalists has honoured an out 
gay person. Sabrina Sojourner, a Georgia-based 
freelance journalist and out lesbian, won an award in 
the Editorial category for a piece titled, “Accepting 
Difference”, published in July, 1990 by BLK, a national 
black lesbian and gay newsmagazine. 

—Press Release 


California's Secretary of State has announced that 
her office will allow unmarried couples, including les- 
bians and gays, to register with the state as family units. 
While the registration carries no legal or tax benefits, 
couples may be able to use the certificates to confirm 


Politics 


“This is an issue of fundamental justice that is of con- 
cern not just to the community of lesbians and gay men, but 
to all Canadians,” says McLaughlin. 

In a letter urging the petitions be signed and forwarded, 
McLaughlin said she’s proud of her party's record of support 
for full equality for lesbians, gay men and bisexuals. 


The federal government should follow the lead of her 
northern constituency, she said. Not only has the Yukon 
amended its human right legislation, but its NDP govern- 
ment recently became the first in Canada to extend public 
sector benefits to same-sex partners. 


In Edmonton, contact GALA to get involved! 


family identity in emergency situations or to qualify for 
family discounts such a frequent-flyer programs, health 
clubs, or with insurance companies. 

—fqual Time 


After being appointed to fill a vacancy, Oregon's 
newest state legislator made a surprise announcementthat 
she is a lesbian. Shortly after her swearing-in, Gail Shibley 
held a news conference in which she said, “To my sisters 
and brothers in Oregon's lesbian and gay community, |, 
as a lesbian, would like to say ‘It’s nice to be here” 

—GCN 


For the first time in history, an international gay 
group has applied for consulting membership in the 
united nations. members of the international Lesbian & 
Gay Association (ILGA) made a series of presentations 
in late January before UN delegates from 16 nations, 
and came away just three votes short of gaining entry. 
The ILGA representatives were told to come back in 
1993 and try again. 

—Heartland 
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Lovers in Other Lands 


There is a publication readers may be familiar with - 
LESBIAN CONNECTION. Readers from all over the world 
write in and excerpts from their letters and notes are 
published several times a year. The “magazine” features 
book and music reviews, listings of gay accommoda- 
tions worldwide, and contact names and groups for 
almost every city in North America plus hundreds of 
others in other parts of the world. For more information 
you can write to ELS/E PUBLISHING INSTITUTE P.O. 
Box 811, East Lansing, Michigan 48826 


Attention Cartoonists — 
Aspiring and Accomplished Alike 


lf you are a lesbian or a gay man who can draw, 
cartoon, or even doodle, Queer Press wants your work 
for their upcoming cartoon anthology. Send them your 
work (Copies only — no originals) and a brief biog- 
raphy with a self-addressed stamped envelope to 
QUEER PRESS — ATTENTION Lynn Iding at P.O. Box 
485 Station P, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 271 or call Lynn 
Iding at her office (416) 516-3363 or at home (416) 
979-7039. 


Gay And Lesbian 
Association of Central Alberta 


CHRISTMAS DANCE 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29 9:00 P.M. 
HERITAGE RANCH, HIGHWAY 2, RED DEER 


$7 Members $9 Non-members 
Christmas meal included - Bar extra 
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Dream Cruises! !!!! 


OLIVIA CRUISES, out of Oakland, California, has 
created vacations where loving women is the norm 
and luxury is the style. They offer various cruise 
holidays to lesbians, including one on February 11 - 
15 in the Bahamas. For more information, women can 


_ write to Olivia Records at 4400 Market Street, Oakland, 


California 95608 . 


The complete list of countries 
where lesbians and gay men 
legally can get married: 


1. Denmark 


(and a description of how comprehensive that right to marry 
actually is) 
The Danish Act on Registered Partnership allows two per- 
sons of the same sex to enter into a “registered partnership”. 
Like marriage, this Act allows for: 
e the possibility of gaining tax advantages (transfer of income); 
e automatic full inheritance rights (in the absence of children); 
e reduced inheritance tax even in the absence of a will: 
e the right to retain the undivided possession of an estate; 
e public and private pension and insurance rights; 
e the right to court assistance in case of divorce; 


e mutual liability for financial support (before having access 
to state support): 


Unlike heterosexual marriage, however, the registered 
partnership Act does not allow gay or lesbian couples to: 
e adopt children who aren't related to either individual: 
adopt each other's children even in the event of devorce or death; 
share common custody of children; 
have an “official” church wedding; 
register as partners if one of the partners is not Danish; 
have their registered partnership recognized in other countries. 
— The national Danish Organization for Gays and Les- | 
bians — Reprinted from Outlook, National Lesbian and 
Gay Quarterly, San Francisco, Number 9, Summer 1990 
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Pussys im Space %- 


Bleeding Us Dry: 


The taboo tax on tampons 
by Barbara Saunders 

In the spring of 1982 the Progressive (regressive) 
Conservative Government of Ontario placed a sales tax 
on women’s sanitary pads and tampons, claiming these 
items as “non-essential”. A province wide petition 
protest played a major role in having the tax removed 
after the Tories were defeated. 

Well! they are at it again with the GST, only now it is 
national. In keeping with their misogynist attitude, the 
PC’s now claim that canoe rentals, frozen pizza, donated 
sperm and other similar products can be exempt but not 
pads and tampons! And yes, women are outraged and 
showing it! We cannot allow this government to think that 
we will sit back quietly and condone their implications 
that our bodily functions are considered “goods” and/or 
“services”, therefore subject to GST. The Taboo Tax 
Canada Petition Campaign will underline the 
government's systematic oppression of women through 
funding cuts to women’s programs centres, education, 
health etc., etc., etc., and now this personal assault 
through the taxing of our menstrual cycles! 
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Earth Pussys: Welcome to Earth! What planet did you come from? 
Martian Pussys: You've heard of Uranus, well, we're right next door, Urethra! 
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A petition has been sent to over 200 women’s groups 
across the country. Opposition MPs have each received a 
letter and a copy. To date, 20,000 signatures have been 
gathered. The petition reads “The Progressive Conserva- 
tive Government of Canada has applied the Goods and 
Services Tax to women’s sanitary pads and tampons. We, 
the undersigned, believe that women’s sanitary products 
are necessities, not luxuries, and therefore demand that 
the GST be removed from all these products.” Jackie 
Burnett from Sarnia started the petition and she is collect- 
ing all the petitions so we can be sure they are hand 
delivered. (The first petitions were presented on June 17th 
after the NAC General Meeting in Ottawa. The protest has 
been raised in the House by a PC member, however, no 
results are available.) We must keep on the pressure! 

The government will make over $30 million from 
menstruation in less than one year. Contrast that to the $9 
million they will spend on the women’s program this year. 
Think about it and act! Contact your local women’s group, 
or media and ask for a petition. Call your MP too and see 
how much of that 30 million he or she is getting. 


Barbara Saunders is from Waterloo, Ontario and is 
part of Taboo Tax Canada. 
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Are You Two... Together? 
— available at Greenwoods: $24.50 + GST 


A Gay and Lesbian Travel Guide to Europe 
(Beacon Press, 1991)is a brilliant and informative book 
that elevates the genre of travel writing to new heights. 
Lindsy Van Gelder and her partner of thirteen years, 
Pamela Brandt, are seasoned journalists and ex- 
perienced world travellers, who have written a concise 
travel guide to Gay and Lesbian Europe. Not only is this 
guide informative in regards to European Gay culture 
and history, it is well written and humorous with a gay 
positive “esprit de vivre”. 

These two writers stake out, claim, and loudly 
pronounce Europe's gay past and contemporary cul- 
ture. They also demand that lesbians and gays be 
treated with respect as they travel across the con- 
tinent. To this aim, the authors list only guaranteed 
gay-friendly hotels. These hotels have been put 
through the “drill” and passed with distinction. Van 
Gelder’s and Brandt's “drill” is quite funny. It goes 
something like this: 


“Knock Knock. Hi! We're two lesbians from America 
and were writing a guide for gay people”. Here we 
produce dazzling smiles and Random House /etter- 
head. “We think your hotel is charming, and if you 
can assure us that you welcome our readers, we'll be 
glad to look at a few of your rooms and consider 
listing you in our book.” The end result is that all 
straight and/or mixed hotels recommended herein 
have assured us, in person or in writing, or both, that 
gay travellers are as welcome as straight ones. * 


The authors first introduce us to Europe by telling 
us the basics - information about hotels, sights, getting 
there, gay positive organizations, and a European Gay 


bibliography. In this first chapter they also give a 
general overview of European culture as compared to 
American culture and what differences people can ex- 
pect in Europe. Language is something they stress. 
They urge people to get over their English chauvinism 
and learn at least a few words in another European 
language. This, they say, may make a difference in how 
you are treated. 

The book is then divided into fourteen essays. Each 
essay focuses on one city or region and gives detailed 
information onthis particular area. The authors say they 
picked these fourteen destinations because they felt that 
they would be of interest to Lesbians and Gay men. 
Included are major Gay capitals and resorts like Amster- 
dam, London, Copenhagen, Sitges and Mikonos. They 
also include lesser known but equally intriguing places 
like Capri, Belgium, Bavaria, and the Loire Valley. 

Each essay describes the locations, Gay history, 
Gay climate and culture. The information ranges from 
copious amounts for places like Amsterdam, Lon- 
don, and Sitges to minute amounts for places like 
Venice. Sitges, by the way, is a gay resort town in 
Spain, just outside of Barcelona on the Coast. 
Homosexuality is so matter of fact there that gay life 
in San Francisco seems to pale in comparison. The 
text also contains information about popular and rare 
tourist attractions as well as the authors’ personal 
Stories. One of my favorites occurs when the authors 
find themselves in a bar in Belgium. “There we were, 
a bunch of lesbian chicks sitting around talking about 
peeing envy, and what a pain itis, if you area woman, 
to find a public toilet. . .” The discussion gets a bit 
crude but they do come up with a solution to the 
problem. It is really quite humourous and | recom- 
mend reading the book to see what it is. 
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The second section of each essay contains 
practical information. Here Van Gelder and 
Brandt provide a map, up to the minute infor- 
mation, and general hints. They also include 
a list of places to stay, eat, and visit (day and 
night). 

Though this book was a joy to read, | found 
that it had two drawbacks. The first is that when 
the authors are in Berlin they come across as 
arrogant, ethnocentric Americans. They were in 
East Berlin before the wall came down. While 
sitting in a bar frequented by Gays and Lesbians, 
the authors had the audacity to make fun of the 
way people were dressed. Granted, most of them 
were in polyester, but who cares what the East 
Germans are wearing? The East Germans have 
lived behind Check Point Charlie for over forty 
years. Where are they going to get trendy 
capitalist clothing? And why should this really 
matter? It is amazing how politically aware people 
can be in certain ways and how totally dense they 
can be in others. 

The second drawback of the book is that it is 
aimed at Guppies — people who have good enough 
jobs to allow them to go to Europe and stay in these 
gay-friendly but incredibly expensive hotels. But al- 
though the book was classist in that sense, it is still 
worth reading. Even if you decide to take the 
wholesome backpacking route across Europe or even 
an armchair trip in the comfort of your own home, the 
book is still enjoyable reading. 

Because we are starved for gay travel infor- 
mation, any book on the subject would have 
been welcome. However, we are fortunate to 
have a travel guide for Lesbians and Gay men 
that goes so much further in politics, quality, 
and content. 


— Coco 
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A Little Humour 


Earth: The Greatest Restaurant, 
God: The Greatest Chef 


By Wray D. 


“Excuse me. Waiter. Excuse me, I’m sorry to 
bother you but this is not what | ordered. | wanted 
something sweet and tasty, perhaps even something 
slightly sauteéd but | certainly did not want this; it 
looks like it's been broiled to a crisp. This is just not 
what | ordered.” 

“Well, madam, the truth is people don't always get 
what they order in this restaurant. They are always 
given what they need but not necessarily what they 
think they want. There is an incredible difference, you 
must realize. If we were to give everyone what he/she 
desired the world would be in great chaos.” 

“But, why would | want to come into a restaurant 
knowing that the Chef will not make me what | want?” 

“Perhaps because you respect the Chef's wisdom.” 

“Well, do you think you could talk to Her for me 
because I'm very unhappy with what She has prepared. 
It's too difficult to eat; it looks disgusting. | would really 

appreciate it if She could change my order” 

“| can try, madam, if you insist.” 

A few minutes later the waiter returns with a new 
order. | beam with joy and relief. He sets the plate 
down in front of me. Excited, | take in its aroma but as 
| look down onto the plate | see the same food sauteéd 
in what smells like a sweet honey sauce. 

“Waiter, this is the same food; it is just prepared 
differently.” 

“You're right. The Chef heard your story and said 
She would send out another order. She handed me the 
new plate and said: tell my friend in the dining room 
that life's lessons can come in many forms but we 


~ eventually have to eat them all anyway.” 
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Christmas WPrescence 


by Beth Hewitt 


So here it was, the night before Christmas - everything 
was in place. Stockings were hung by the chimney with care; 
the tree was perfect, glittering like magic, and snow was 
gently falling, covering the landscape in white angel hair. 
Picture perfect? “Bah-humbug! Damn, I'm grumpy” Ellen 
- muttered to herself as Bing Crosby crooned “White 
Christmas”over the CBC. “Great.The time of year for sisterly 
love - love of womankind and all that but where is my love? 
-half way around the world teaching in Japan of all places. 
Wonder if they'll have sushi instead of turkey!” 

Ellen pondered the last few months - how happy Chris 
had been at the thought of teaching in Japan; the night before 
she left, and the terrible lonliness after she was gone. Oh, 
sure, your friends try to be supportive, and they are for a 
while, but sooner or later they have to get back to their own 
lives too. The last few months since Chris left had been a 
droning blur of work, depression, and lonliness, brightened 
only by the occasional letter from Chris going on about what 
“an experience of a lifetime” she was having. 

Once again “the friends” had descended upon Ellen to help 
her get into “the spirit” —up went the tree, out came the eggnog 
and songs were sung into the night. It was fun, Ellen admitted, 
but failed to lift the heavy pall of lonliness at having Chris gone. 

“Seven years together and zip, she’s gone” Ellen marvelled. 
“She said she'd be back in a year or two, that this was just 
something she had to do, and that | was still the only one for her.” 

A letter had arrived from Chris but Ellen just couldn't 
bear to open it - not tonight- it would be just too depressing. 
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“Oh well, better leave the tree plugged in or Santa's not going 
to come” Ellen chortled sarcastically. On a more humble note 
she carefully set out some milk and cookies, a habit she had yet 
to outgrow from her childhood, decades past. 

Up in bed she tried reading to take her mind off things. 
Eventually she drifted off to sleep. 

3 a.m. saw her awake again, tossing and turning but 
unable to get settled. She got up and padded down to sit and 
Stare at the tree, for want of anything better to do. 

Sitting there, something caught the corner of her eye — 
she turned and gasped. The milk was gone and the cookies 
eaten, a note left in their wake. Heart pounding, Ellen 
snatched the note up, her hands trembling. 


“Dear Ellen, 
| know if you've been sleeping, 
| know when you re awake, 
and believe me dear | know 
all year you've been good for goddness’ sake. 
Merry Christmas, 
Love, Santa. 
P.S. Turn around." 


Ellen spun around with a start. Standing there across 
the room leaning against the mantle, was her Chris, holding 
a bottle of champagne in one hand and the unopened letter 
in the other. Grinning sheepishly, she chided: “you know 
you really should open your mail once in a while.” She 
slipped into Ellen’s arms."Merry Christmas, honey. I'm 
home." Holding Chris tightly, Ellen silently thanked Santa 
for the best Christmas any woman could ever have. 
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Curses Me 


Must you run from me? 

Are my hands so different from a man’s? 
Or my lips too full and soft? 

Do my eyes affect you oddly? 

Is my body so strange in its familiarity? 


Damn this soft drawn night 

With its blatant lovers sky 

And obvious breeze, rustling through, 
My faceless neighbours trees. 


Am | so different? 
Damn this clock that ticks, Is my love so terrible? 
Nasal motors, muttering cars Or is the fear growing from some deeper root 
That scurry through the murky spots Understood only by poets and weeping mothers? 
to pause at corner pools of light. Must you run from windows beneath the skin? 

Listen, your answer may be 

Damn this itch of wrinkled sheets different than mine | 
The confines of this bed but dont run from the question. 


/ will not sneak through narrow 
trails of permanent subversion 

You are the one | love. 

Damn this dreadful blatant emptiness Wiper ated eat 
Of each self-pitying whine 
That simmers unreleased 
Not rating tears. 


Too wide to sleep alone 
And too small to hide inside. 


— Beverly C. 


Gay & Lesbian Awareness (GALA) 


Damn this state that drives me to discover 


That curses screamed at loneliness 7th Annual New Year’s Eve 
Call only the accented comfort : 
Of all Womankind’s answering echo. Dinner and Dance 
RUTHERFORD ROOM, THE EDMOTON HILTON 
— Beverly C. 10235 - 101 STREET 


Cash Bar: 7:30 p.m. 
Dinner: 8:00 p.m. 
Dance: 9:00 p.m. 


Tickets: $50.00 


Common Woman Books: 10812, 82 Avene 
AIDS Network: 10704 - 108 Street 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER,1991 WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER _ PAGE 11 


This Months’s Starfocus: 


SCORPIO 
(October 22 - November 22) 


As a Scorpio, you live up to your namesake, the 
scorpion. You have the tenacity to survive even the 
most hostile of environments, and will not hesitate to 
Strike at those whom you feel have wronged you. You 
are passionate and mysterious. Full of contradictions, 
you keep people guessing as to what you're going to 
do next. Your world is either black or white - there is 
no grey for Scorpio, no in-between. You can move 
mountains with the intensity of your love, and can be 
generous and kind - but when you hate your sting can 
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_. & Horoscope 


be fatal. You are an idealist that can often feel let down by 
those who don't meet your expectations of perfection. 


SAGITTARIUS 
(November 22 - December 22) 


As a Sagitarian, you are optimistic and open 
hearted, straightforward and honest. You possess a 
“no strings attached” attitude in your friendships, and 
are can be counted on to be there when you're needed. 
You love your freedom and will gladly allow others the 
Same - possessiveness and jealousy are not typical 
Sagitarian traits. Often ready to jump into something 
new, you are sometimes accused of having a lack of 
staying power. You love a challenge, are an ambitious 
goal setter and possess extraordinary luck. 


Earth Signs 
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SCORPIO ( October 22 - November 22) 


Your love life becomes more balanced in 
November. If you blew it in October, you may be 
able to win her back in December, as you will be 
irresistible. 


SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 22) 


After what may have seemed like an interminable 
wait, it’s finally going to be your turn. The next two 
months is a time to set goals - communication and 
energy flow easily for this period - enjoy yourself this 
holiday season! 


CAPRICORN (December 22 - January 22) 


Don't rush in - it may be to your advantage to hold 
back a bit for the next while. Your bluntness at this 
time will be appreciated by few. 


AQUARIUS (January 22 - February 22) 


Try not to drag yourself down with unrealistic 
“make it or break it” expectations. Slow down, put 
things into perspective, and enjoy what you've already 
achieved. You won't regret it. 


PISCES (February 22 - March 22) 


Life for you will be relaxed during November and 
December - but do watch your temper, especially 
around friends and other people close to you. 


ARIES (March 22 - April 22) 


You may feel a little disillusioned with your 
love life for the next six weeks or So - hang in 
there, though, it will pass. Just keep things in 
perspective; it will also help if you try to adopt 
your girlfriend’s point of view on certain issues, 
instead of just your own. 
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TAURUS (April 22 - May 22) 


Others will find you very sexually attractive this 
holiday season - admirers will be literally everywhere. 
December is a good time to set goals and begin to act 
on them. 


GEMINI (May 22 - June 22) 


Life is great! You'll go full speed ahead, as 
soon as you decide what you want. Once that’s 
resolved, you're on your way to some exciting 
changes! 


CANCER (June 22 - July 22) 


Good communication these next two months 
will make it easy for you express yourself. Others 
wont always agree or approve, but things will be 
fine if you play things by ear and go with the flow. 


LEO (July 22 - August 22) 


Be careful of that famous Leo pride - it could 
get you into hot water over the next month. You 
have lots to be proud about, but not everyone 
wants to hear it. Relax a little and you'll enjoy the 
holidays more. 


VIRGO (August 22 - September 22) 

From now until the end of the year should be 
smooth sailing. If you're feeling that your friends may 
have let you down, try to see their side. It will help you 
gain a more realistic perspective. 


LIBRA (September 22 - October 22) 


Know what (or who) who want. Make your 
decisions based on fact, and not on some intangible 


hope. Then go for it. 
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Coming Events 


Outgoing? 
Like to Meet People 

We are looking for hosts to greet women at the 
dances held on the third Saturday of every month. We 
realize that it's hard for women new to the community 
to get to Know people - and we want to make everyone 
feel welcome at the dances. If you are outgoing and 
friendly, and would like to make new womyn feel wel- 
come, please leave your name and number on the 
Womomspace answering machine 425-0511. 

We are also looking for people to give their name as a 
contact for womyn new to the community or to Edmonton. 
You would be meeting them for coffee and giving them a 
“welcome package’ that includes information about the 
community, etc. If you're interested, leave your name and 
number on the Womonspace answering machine. 


Special Christmas Dance: Dec. 21 
Lorelei Loveridge performs: 8 p.m. - 9 p.m. Dance 
music to follow. 


Dance Catering 
Womonspace is now accepting catering bids for the 
dances. Send written submissions to the Womonspace office. 


Colleen Lazoruk Performs 

e Nov. 23 - Roost: 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. (No cover 
charge before 8 p.m.) 
Nov. 24 - Café Ivana: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m. (enter- 
tainment while enjoying a Sunday evening dinner) 


Dec.8 - Café Ivana: 7 p.m. - 11 p.m. 


Dec. 14 - Christmas celebration: 8 p.m. - 
12. a.m. — at Café Ivana 


Dec. 31 - New Year’s Celebration — 
Featuring a group of entertainers including Colleen 
Lazoruk. Dinner will be served. — at Café Ivana 


Jan. 25 - Roost: 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. 


Sponsors Needed 

Co-sponsoring Groups are needed for the dances. If 
your group wants to raise funds and can supply approx. 
14 - 20 volunteers, leave a message at 425-0511. 


tg a -aweekend of homogeneity 
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Purpose: 


We are creating a time and a place for lesbians and 
gays plus their friends to gather and enjoy our rich culture: 


artisans theatrefolk contemplatives acrobats co- 
medians activists scribblers listeners sculptors 
musicians pamphleteers cartoonists singers 
clowns painters observers speakers healers 
writers organizers puppeteers storytellers . . . 


Place: Banff, Alberta, Canada 
Date: June 12 -15, 1992 
Address: PO Box 280, Station G, 
Calgary, AB, Canada T3A 2G2 
Fax: (403) 277-1341 (Ted) or 
(403) 429-3569 (Anne) 
Personals 


ROOMATE WANTED! Woman in her late twenties has 
small 2 bedroom house, 7 minutes east of Sherwood Park, 
to share with one other reliable, 25+ woman. Pet welcome. 
Prefer non-smoker. Please call Laurie at 922-6760 


LESBIAN WOMAN in Slave Lake would like to correspond 
with others inthis area. Please call Cindy at 849-3379. 
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The Last Word 
is Yours 


Dear Womonspace Editor: 


chose to live together. Thus, if | want to end the 
relationship, | would have to make another major 
move to a place of my own. 

In light of what | have gone through (and am 
still going through), | would certainly advocate 
the concept of taking it slowly in order to build a 
relationship with another person. Although there 


Paw: é are some pressures in existence in the gay com- 
| am a thirty-one year old lesbian involved with munity to be “committed” or desperate feelings 


a terrific woman whom | met approximately one year that there isn’t anyone available to go out with, 
ago. Although our relationship is happy and enjoy- | we should really get to know a potential partner 
able on many levels, | have been deeply affected by | and take the time to gradually integrate our lives 
the way our relationship began: soon after meeting, together. 

we started seeing one another very seriously. At the 

time, we both felt that we wanted to be together for a Sincerely, Suzanne Whertz 

very long time and we, therefore, became in- 
separable very quickly. This, of course, made it 
difficult for us to have two homes. So, within a 


couple of months we decided to “amalgamate” our | 
homes with the hope that we would be compatible in : ads 2 ANE 


This letter is in response to the article, “The Single 
Lesbian’, written by Lisa Ashley in the Sept/Oct 
newsletter. 

First, | would like to say that | was very impressed 
by the article's relevancy to the Lesbian community, 
and on a more personal level, to my own situation 
regarding relationships. 


some ways, but the remainder has been a test of 
compromise, not compatibility. 

Now, | completely realize that compromise is a : 
normal and an important aspect of any relationship Custom Art F raming 
regardless of how it began. However, we did not spend . 
much time building a foundation of security and trust 6150 - 90 Avenue — Ottewell Shopping Centre 
in the beginning of our relationship; and therefore, Eamonton, Alberta T6B OP2 
when difficult moments come up | don't feel secure in 
the belief that we can work through it or that we are 465 -0534 
going to survive as a couple. As well, there are times 
when | feel trapped in the relationship because we 
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Womonspace Activities 


All Womonspace activities are open to members | Newsletter Meeting 
and non-members. Activities are free unless otherwise December 29 , 3:00 p.m., Womyn's Building 
noted. Everyone is welcome. The Womyn's Building is (Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). 
located in the basement of 9930 - 106 Street. 


Womonspace Dances 


Monthly General Meeting == November 16, at 8:00 p.m. - 1:00 am., Bonnie 
November 12, 7:30 p.m., Womyn's Building | Do9n Hall (9420 - 93 Street) Admission: Members 

(Bsmnt, 9930 - 106 Street). The following meeting | _ $5.00, Non-members - $8.00. 

ee Nae AS Door prizes: gourmet basket from Aunt Willma, 

Lesbian Drop-in and a bottle of liquor from the Roost. The following 
November 14, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., Womyn's Build- | dance will be held on Decmber 21. 


ing (Basement, 9930 - 106 Street). The following Please bring donations for the FOOD BANK 
drop-in will be held on December 12. . 


Aunt Wilbna's 


More than Art Food: You Party — We Cater 


Custom Horal Designs 
Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204, 5316 - 118 Ave. Edmonton AB T5C 1C4 


Credits 


| Agate, Kerri, Wray D., Shadcw, 
ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM Renée F. Lisa A., Karen H., Coco,. 
No Cover Charge to 8 PM — FREE Pool Tables , ; : 
| Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace 


10345 - 104 ST. EDMONTON ALBERTA | News do not necessarily reflect the policies and 
| opinions of Womonspace. 


(403) 426-3150 | qouas eae 


Basement, 9930-106 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 
Phone: 425-0511 


